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Key Information
Award: LLM by Research: 
International Cyber Law and Policy

Study Mode: Full-Time or Part-time 
Blended Learning 

Duration: One Year, Full-Time or 
Two years plus one term, Part Time

Intake: September or January 

Entry Criteria: Normally a First 
Class or Upper Second Class 
Honours Degree a relevant 
discipline (other Professional 
qualifications may be considered).

Students whose first language is 
not English are normally required 
to have an IELTS 6.5 (reading 6, 
writing 6), TOEFL 560 or other 
equivalent recognised English 
language qualification. In certain 
circumstances the University also 
permits study that students have 
already carried out at Postgraduate 
level to be taken into account

Fees and Funding: For tuition fee 
information go to  
www.hope.ac.uk 

International Students: For 
additional information including 
entry requirements, fees and 
scholarships go to  
www.hope.ac.uk/postgraduate/
feesandfunding/

How to Apply: Direct Entry

Faculty: School of Law and 
Criminology

Contact Details: Professor 
Francesco Rizzuto 
rizzutf@hope.ac.uk

Student Recruitment,  
enquiry@hope.ac.uk

Disclaimer: Information is correct at 
time of print, however programme 
details can change.

Programme Overview
Interaction in cyberspace and telecommunications plays an increasingly 
significant role in the practice of everyday life be it commercial, cultural, 
political, criminal, creative or personal activities. The School of Law has 
responded to this by offering a course that seeks to provide students with 
the opportunity to develop a research and ethical focused approach to the 
study of the regulation, the regulatory challenges, policing of cyberspace, 
and current and emergent telecommunications technologies. It will provide 
students with the opportunity to investigate topics such as regulatory and 
governance theory, cyber property and cyber-rights, the place of Cyber Law, 
the policy and legal frameworks and modalities of regulation of technologies 
in cyberspace, alternative regulatory models, internet governance, cyber 
rights, cybercrime, emergent technologies, critical legal and political 
questions surrounding the implications of the use of technology, digital 
information devices, the influence of social norms, values and interests on 
the regulatory design of cyberspace.

At its core, the programme will provide postgraduate students with the 
opportunity to first develop a research focused, advanced, and evaluative 
understanding of the national and international regulatory and policy frameworks 
governing and shaping cyberspace and how to design and undertake advanced 
legal research by completing three taught courses and then go on to complete a 
significant research project on an aspect of cyber regulation and policy.
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Why Choose Liverpool Hope
The LLM by Research in International Cyber Law and Policy adds value to first 
degrees by giving students the change to develop knowledge, skills and expertise 
integral to practicing or working in these areas. Students will be able to draw on 
the wide areas of academic scholarship and expertise brought to the course by 
well-published and experienced academics.



Curriculum
The LLM by Research in International 
Cyber Law and Policy programme 
comprises three compulsory taught 
modules: Three 20-credit taught modules 
(Telecommunications Law, Cyber Law 
& Policy and Advanced Legal Research 
Methods) and a compulsory 120-credit 
research dissertation adding up to 180 
credits. Assessment methods may 
include coursework in the form of 
essays, class presentations and research 
dissertation.

Telecommunications Law (20 credits – 
compulsory)

This module is designed to provide 
students with a thorough and advanced 
grounding in the rules that govern EU 
telecommunications networks and 
service providers. Students will critically 
evaluate the purpose and implementation 
of telecommunications regulation, the 
technological drivers, the liberalisation 
of telecommunications networks and 
services in Europe and the regulation of 
trade in telecommunications networks 
and services. While the main focus of 
the module will be EU and UK legal 
frameworks, it will also examine selected 
aspects of US telecommunications 
law and the roles of the International 
Telecommunications Union and the World 
Trade Organisation.

Cyber Law and Policy (20 credits – 
compulsory)

This module will explore the major 
challenges, both theoretical and practical, 
faced by policy makers and lawmakers in 
regulating cyberspace. It examines the 
extent to which traditional legal rules, 
predicated on the dual foundations of 
physicality of goods and persons and 
jurisdictional boundaries, have been, 
or need to be re-framed in order to be 
extended effectively to cyberspace. The 
module evaluates the extent to which the 
regulation of cyberspace requires entirely 
new and innovative ways of designing 
and enforcing laws that can be applied in 
the digital environment. 

Advanced Legal Research Methods 
(20 credits – compulsory)

The module offers advanced research 
methods training for students wishing 
to pursue masters level research in Law. 

The module will use case study based 
teaching to give students appropriate 
training in research design for advanced 
research projects in Law. Students will 
be guided in accessing legal resources, 
research design, devising research 
questions, writing literature reviews, 
research methodologies, conducting 
quantitative and qualitative legal 
research, developing skills in academic 
writing, and delivering oral presentations. 
Research ethics will also be considered.

Research Dissertation (120 credits – 
compulsory) 

The 30,000-word Dissertation 
(excluding bibliography and footnotes) 
represents the culmination of the critical 
engagement with the subject area of 
international cyber law and policy. It 
enables students to study and research 
a relevant topic in considerable depth, 
make appropriate methodological choices 
with which to answer research questions, 
and work with their supervisor to plan, 
organise, conduct and write-up an in-
depth research project. By completing a 
dissertation, students will demonstrate 
an advanced, critical and comprehensive 
knowledge of a chosen aspect of the 
subject area, present logical conclusions 
and recommendations on the issues 
subjected to scrutiny, as well as locating 
and synthesising materials from diverse 
sources to produce a coherent, well-
presented and correctly referenced 
thesis.

Research 
Environment
The School of Law’s academic provision 
is led by well-respected cutting-edge 
legal scholars, committed to supporting 
our students, our academics have 
internationally recognised research 
profiles in the fields of Global Business 
& Human Rights, World Trade Law, 
International Law, Telecommunications 
& Cyber Law, Media Law and European 
Union Law. The School’s teaching is 
research and practitioner informed with 
an approach that is inspired by the 
communitarian and ethical values of the 
University.

The LLM by Research in International 
Cyber Law and Policy has been designed 
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Future Career 
Opportunities
This course will be of particular 
interest to law graduates with an 
interest in practice in these areas 
of the law, social science graduates 
with the ambition of employment in 
the cyberspace related industries, 
or individuals already employed 
in those industries or members 
of law enforcement organisations 
wanting to develop their expertise 
of the regulation of cyberspace 
and connected technologies. The 
course is designed for individuals 
who are interested in the regulation 
of cyberspace and interconnected 
telecommunication technologies 
and in developing a greater critical 
and analytical understanding and 
solving many of the regulatory and 
law enforcement challenges the 
cyberspace interactions generates. 

to enhance the employment and career 
potential and prospects of those who 
successfully complete the course. It is 
designed to develop the expertise and 
legal problem solving skills and capacities 
of students enrolled on the course.

Teaching is in line with the wider 
University Learning and Teaching 
strategy and encourages learning in 
small groups to foster the development 
of academic potential and improve the 
working dynamic between students and 
members of staff.

All taught classes are held at Liverpool 
Hope University’s main campus, Hope 
Park.

The campus is situated just four miles 
from the city centre and offers superb 
academic and support facilities, including 
on-campus library with extended opening 
hours, free computer and wi-fi access, 
access to the on-campus gym and sports 
centre and a careers service for advice on 
part-time work opportunities and post-
study careers.


